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Huanyëng! Welcome to Living Language In-Flight Chinese. This short and

simple program is designed to give you just enough of the basics that you’ll
need to get by in Chinese.  Just listen to the native speakers of Chinese and
repeat in the pauses.  Once you’ve completed the program, you’ll be able to
speak and understand basic Chinese.  Let’s get started.

Pronunciation Guide
Chinese Sound

Consonants
c

ch

sh

s

x

z

zh

q

Vowels
a 

ai

an

ang

ao

e

ei

en

English Equivalent

as in its

as in church

as in ship

as in sit

as in shine

as in cards

as in fudge

as in cherry

as in father

as in my

as in on

as in young

as in how

as in earth

as in hay

as in under

Example from Lessons

cäi

chuáng

shì

sì

xiän

zäi

zhé

qíng

má

kai

sán

yäng

hǎo

kç

sheë

rén
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Në hâo!

Hello!

Zâo an!

Good morning!

Në hâo!

Good day!

Wân shäng hâo!

Good evening!

Në hâo ma?

How are you?

Hâo, xié xie.

Fine, thanks.

eng

er

i

ie

in

iu

o

ong 

ou

u

ü

ue

ui

un

uo

as in hung

as in her

as in see

as in yeh

as in tin

as in yolk

as in saw

as in won’t + rang

as in oh

as in flu

as in see + mule

as in too + yeh

as in wait

as in went

as in won’t

fång

ér 

chi

xié

jìn

liõ

wñ

dîng

yñu

bu

lû

yué

huì

chòn

guï

Lesson 1: Saying Hello

Each word in Chinese is pronounced with one of four tones: 
a      High and neutral (no accent)
à      From middle to high pitch (as in asking a question, e.g., Yes?)
â      From middle to low, and then to a high pitch (as in stretching out a question, e.g., Yees?)
ä     From high to low (as in making an exclamatory remark, e.g., Yes!) 
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Wñ hçn hâo xié xie.

Very well, thanks.

Hài kç yí. 

So so.

Qíng wén ní jiäo shån me 

mëng zì?

What’s your name?

Wñ jiäo Wàng Mëng.

My name is Mr. Wang Ming.

Wñ jiäo Zháng Làn.

My name is Mrs. Zhang Lan.

Wñ hçn gáo xìng rén shë ní.

It’s nice to meet you.

Zäi jiän.

Good-bye.

Dái huí-er jiän.

See you later.

Zäi huì.

See you soon.

Wân-án.

Good night.

Xié xie ní.

Thank you.

Fãi chàng gân xié.

Thank you very much.

Bõ yóng ké qì.

You’re welcome.

Qíng. Please.

Shì. Yes.

Bô shi. No.

Duì bõ qí.

Excuse me.

Duì bõ qí.

Pardon me.

Hçn bäo qiän.

I’m sorry.

Wñ têng bõ dñng.

I don’t understand.

Wñ bù huì jiâng zhîng wån.

I don’t speak Chinese.

Ní huì shuî yêng yû ma?

Do you speak English?

Wñ de zhîng wån jiâng de bõ hâo.

I don’t speak Chinese very well.

Qíng ní shuî män yi diân-er.

Speak slowly, please.

Qíng ní zäi shuî yë biän.

Repeat, please.

Lesson 2: Basic Expressions
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Lesson 4: At the Airport
Nâ lí?/ …zäi nâ-er?

Where?

Qíng wén nâ lí shì hâi guán?*

Where is customs?

Qíng wén hõ zhäo guân lí chü zäi nâ-er?

Where is passport control?

Ní yñu shån me dîng xi yäo shãn bäo?

Do you have anything to declare?

Wñ måi yñu shån me dong xi yäo

shçn bäo.

I have nothing to declare.

Wñ yñu xie dîng xi yäo shçn bäo.

I have something to declare.

Qíng wén* chû xëng li de dì fang zäi

nâ-er?

Where is the baggage claim area?

lëng 0
yi      1
ér 2
sán 3
sì 4
wö 5
liõ 6
qê 7
bà 8
jiö 9
shë 10
shë-yi  11
shë-ér 12
shë-sán 13
shë-sì  14
shë-wö 15
shë-liõ 16
shë-qê 17
shë-bä 18
shë-jiö 19
ér-shë 20
ér-shë-yi 21
ér-shë-ér 22
ér-shë-sán 23

ér-shë-sì 24
ér-shë-wö 25
ér-shë-liõ 26
ér-shë-qê 27
ér-shë-bá 28
ér-shë-jiö 29
san-shë 30
sì-shë 40
wö-shë 50
liõ-shë 60
qê-shë 70
ba-shë 80
jíu-shë 90
yì-bâi 100
yi-bâi-lëng-yê 101
yi-bâi-lëng-ér 102
yi-bâi-lëng-sán 103
liâng-bâi 200
sán-bâi 300
sì-bâi 400
wö-bâi 500
yì-qián 1,000
yì-bâi-wän 1,000,000

Lesson 3: Numbers

*When asking a question, it is polite to start with Qíng wén, “May I ask..?”
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Chíng wén… zäi nâ-er?

Excuse me, where is...?
…zñu 

Go...

Lesson 6: Asking Directions

Qíng wén zäi nâ-er kç yí zhâo däo chò

zò chã?

Where are the taxis?

Qíng wén gîng góng chì chã zhän zäi

nâ-er?

Where is the bus?

Qíng wén dì tié zhän zäi nâ-er?

Where is the subway?

Qíng wén nâ lí shì chò kñu?

Where is the exit?

Qíng në bâ wñ sóng däo zhé gé dì

diân.

Take me to this address, please.

Che féi yäo duo shâo chiàn?

What is the fare?

Chíng në tëng zäi zhé-er.

Stop here, please.

Zhé liäng gong góng chì che däo

Nânjing lõ chü ma?

Does the bus go to Nanjing Road?

Qíng gçi wñ yi zhang shì chò dì tô.

A map of this city, please.

Qíng gçi wñ yi zháng dì tiå xiän lõ tô.

A subway map, please.

Qíng wén guï jì chò rõ jìng zäi nâ-er?

Where are the international depar-
tures?

Qíng wén däo dà diân zäi nâ-er?

Where are the arrivals?

Qíng wén yê-sán-ér dãng jê kñu zäi 

nâ-er?

Where is gate 132?

Qíng wén xôn wén chõ zäi nâ-er?

Where is information?

Wñ xí huán...

I would like...

Wñ xí huán käo chuáng kñu de zuó

weì.

I would like a window seat.

Wñ xí huán käo zñu däo de zuó weì.

I would like an aisle seat.

Zhé shì ní de dãng jì zhéng.

Here is your boarding pass.

Lû tô yô kuäi!

Have a good trip!

Lesson 5: Getting Around
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Lesson 7: At the Hotel

Yì zhë wâng qiàn zñu.

Go straight ahead.

Wâng néi bián zñu.

Go that way.

Wâng huë chü.

Go back.

Zhuân...
Turn...

Wâng yóu zhuân.

Turn right.

Wâng zuñ zhuân.

Turn left.

Zhuân wán.

Turn around.

Zñu däo tïu.

At the end of the street.

Däo jiã jiâo.

On the corner.

Dì yê gé lõ kñu xiäng zuñ zhuân.

The first left.

Dì ér gé lõ kñu xiäng yóu zhuân.

The second right.

Lë de jìn ma?

Is it near?

Lë de yuân ma?

Is it far?

Zäi… pàng bian

Next to...

jiáo tîng dãng

the traffic light

mâ lõ

the street

shë zì lõ kñu

the intersection

gîng yuàn

the park

gîng góng qì chã zhän

the bus stop

dì tiç zhän

the subway station

lû guân

the hotel

Wñ yäo dãng jì zhõ sõ.

I’d like to check in.

Wñ yäo yë gé fàng jián.

I’d like a room.

Yë gé rån.

For one person.

Liâng gé rån.

For two people.
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Në hâo! Ní jiäo shån me mëng zì?
Hello, what’s your name?

Wñ kç yí zuó zäi zhé lí ma?
May I sit here?

Ní zhõ zäi nâ-er?
Where do you live?

Wñ zhõ zäi Bçijêng.

I live in Beijing.

Zhé shì wñ de pång yñu.

This is my friend.

Lesson 8: Making Friends

Wñ yí jêng dìng le fàng jián. 

I have a reservation.

Ní dâ suän zhõ ji tián?

For how many nights?

Yi tian.

For one night.

Liâng tian.

For two nights.

Yë ge xêng qê.

For one week.

Zhé shì ní de yäo shi.

Here is your key.

Zhé shì ní de yäo shi kâ.

Here is your keycard.

Ní hài yñu biå de fàng jián ma?

Do yo have another room?

Shì fñu däi sê rån xí zao jian?

With a private bathroom?

Däi shõ jü jiã kñu ma?

With a dataport?

Qíng wén yñu án jìng yi diân-er de

fàng jián ma?

Is there a quieter room?

Qíng wén yñu dä yi diân-er de fàng 

jián ma?

Is there a larger room?

Zhé yñu jiän shãn fàng ma?

Is there an exercise room?

Zhé yñu yïu yñng chí ma?

Is there a pool?

Qíng wén huì yì shi zäi nâ-er?

Where is the conference room?

Qíng wén chuàn zhãn jê zäi nâ-er?

Where is the fax machine?

Qíng wén mén fàng guân lí bõ zäi 

nâ-er?

Where is the concierge?

Wñ yäo tuì fàng jiå zhäng.

I’d like to check out.
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Lesson 9: At the Restaurant
Nçi yì jiá cán guân bí jiäo hâo?

Where is a good restaurant?

Liâng wéi.

A table for two, please.

Xê yán hài shì bõ xê yán?

Smoking or non-smoking?

Qíng gçi wñ cäi dán.

The menu, please.

Chíng gçi wñ yi fén jiöshöidánzi.

The wine list, please.

xiâo chê

appetizers

Zhé shì wñ de nàn pång yñu.

This is my boyfriend.

Zhé shì wñ de nû pång yñu.

This is my girlfriend.

Zhé shì wñ de täi tai.

This is my wife.

Zhé shì wñ de zhäng fu.

This is my husband.

Ní de guï jiá hçn mçi.

Your country is beautiful.

Ní qõ guó Mçiguï ma?

Have you been to the U.S.?

Wñ hçn xí huán chi zhé lí de dîng xi.

I like the food here very much.

Wñ shì sháng wõ fâng wén.

I’m here on a business trip.

Wñ mån quàn jia rån yê qí lû yïu.

I’m traveling with my family.

Wñ mån shì yïu ké.

We are tourists.

Në xí huán kän diän yíng ma?

Do you like to go to the movies?

Në xí huan tiäo wö ma?

Do you like to dance?

Wñ mån zñu ba!

Let’s go!

Wñ nång jiän jiän ní de pång yñu

ma?

Can I meet your friend?

Në de diän huä häo mâ shì duî shâo?

What is your telephone number?

Qíng däo wñ zhé lí lài kän kan!

Please visit me.

Wñ zhãn shì täi gáo xìng le.

I had a wonderful time.
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zhö cäi

main course

tiàn diân

dessert

Wñ xiâng yäo diân-er hã de.

I would like something to drink.

Qíng gçi wñ yê bãi shöi.

A glass of water, please.

Qíng gçi wñ yê bãi chà.

A cup of tea, please.

ká fãi jiá niô nâi

coffee with milk

pë jiö

beer

Zhé lí yñu shån me yäng de shò cäi?

Do you have a vegetarian dish?

Jiõ zhé yäng.

That’s all.

Qíng jiå zhäng.

The check, please.

Zhé lí miän báo kuó xiâo féi ma?

Is the tip included?

zâo cán

breakfast

wö cán

lunch

wân cán

dinner

Män män chi!

Enjoy the meal!

Zhõ ní jiän káng!

To your health!

Hçn hâo chi!

This is delicious!

pànzi 

plate

cházi

fork

dáo

knife

tiào gãng 

spoon

kuäi zi

chopsticks 

cán jên

napkin

yê bãi

cup

yi bei

glass

yi pëng jiö

bottle of wine

bìng kuäi-er

ice cubes

yàn

salt  
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hô jiáo  

pepper  

tàng 

sugar

táng

soup

sé lá

salad

miän báo

bread

huàng yïu

butter

miän tiào

noodles

mí fän

rice

rö läo

cheese

shò cäi

vegetables

ji 

chicken

zhò róu 

pork

niô róu

beef

Wñ de niô pài yäo shãng yi diân-er.

I like my steak rare.

Wñ de niô pài yäo zhîng shô.

I like my steak medium.

Wñ de niô pài yäo shô yi diân-er.

I like my steak well done.

guñ zhê

juice

xiän-er bíng

pie

bêng që lën

ice cream

Qíng zäi lài yë ge.

Another please.

Qíng zäi jiá yê xiã.

More please.

Qíng bâ… gçi wñ…

Please pass the...

lä 

spicy

tiàn

sweet

suan

sour
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Lesson 10: Telling Time
Xiän zäi jí diân le?

What time is it?

zhîng wö

noon

wö yé

midnight

Xiän zäi shì yê diân. 

It’s 1:00.

Xiän zäi shì liâng diân. 

It’s 2:00.

Xiän zäi shì sán diân bän.

It’s 3:30.

Xiän zäi shì sì diân. 

It’s 4:00.

Xiän zäi shì wö diân sì-shë-wö fen.

It’s 5:45.

Xiän zäi shì qi-diân lëng-sán fãn.

It’s 7:03.

Diän yíng jiö-diân bän kái shí.

The movie starts at 9:30.

Huñ chã shë yi-diân shë-qê fãn chò fá.

The train leaves at 11:17.

zâo shäng 

morning

xiä wö

afternoon

wân shäng

evening

wân shäng

night

jên tián

today

mëng tián

tomorrow

zuï tián

yesterday

xiän zäi

now

yi huì-er

later

mâ shäng

right away
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Zhé shì duî shâo qiàn?

How much does that cost?

Qíng ní bâ jiä gå xiç xiä lài.

Please write that.

Sháng diän jí diân kái mån?

At what time does the store open?

Sháng diän jí diân guán mån?

At what time does the store close?

Në xí huán shån me?

What would you like?

Në x† yäo báng màng ma?

Can I help you?

Wñ xiâng yäo zhé ge.

I would like this.

Wñ xiâng yäo diän chë.

I would like batteries.

Wñ xiâng yäo yi juân jiáo juân.

I would like a roll of film.

Wñ xiâng yäo yi zháng shì ch† dì tô.

I would like a map of the city.

Gçi në zhé ge.

Here it is.

Jiõ zhé xie le ma?

Is that all?

Wñ xiâng fõ xiän jin.

I’d like to pay in cash.

Wñ xiâng yóng xìn yóng kâ fõ.

I’d like to pay by credit card.

Wñ kç yí zäi wâng shäng dìng ma?

Can I order this on-line?

bâi huó gîng sê

department store

Lesson 12: Shopping

qiàn

money

unit of currency: 

Renminbi

yën hàng

the bank

Qíng wén yën hàng zäi nâ-er?

Where is the bank?

Wñ xiâng huän diân-er qiàn.

I’d like to change some money.

Duì huän lü shì duî shâo?

What is the exchange rate?

Wñ xí huán yäo xiâo diân-er de piäo

zê.

I would like that in small bills.

Duì huän féi shì duo shâo?

What is the commission?

Lesson 11: Money 
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diän huä

telephone

Wñ bì x† dâ gé diän huä.

I have to make a phone call.

Zhé lí yñu gîng yóng diän huä ma?

Is there a public phone here?

Wñ kç yí yóng në de shñu ji ma?

May I use your cell phone?

Qíng wén häo mâ shì duî shâo?

What number please?

Zhän xiän.

The line is busy.

chuàn zhãn

fax

Wñ xò yäo fá gé chuàn zhãn.

I need to send a fax.

Yñu gçi wñ de chuàn zhãn ma?

Is there a fax for me?

diän yïu

e-mail

Diän nâo zäi nâ-er?

Where is the computer?

Wñ x† yäo jì fãng diän yïu.

I need to send an e-mail.

Wñ kç yí shäng wâng ma?

Can I get on the Internet?

Në yñu wâng yé ma?

Do you have a Web site?

Lesson 13: Staying in Touch

nû zhuáng

women’s clothes

chén yi, qôn zi, fô zhuáng

blouse, skirt, dress

nàn zhuang

men’s clothes

kõ zi, chén shán, líng däi

pants, shirts, tie

xiå hå wä zi

shoes and socks

niô zâi kõ

jeans

shò diän

bookstore

bíng diän

bakery

cháo jë shì châng

supermarket

róu diän

butcher shop

shì châng

market
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Qíng gçi wñ yi zhang che piäo.

I would like a ticket please.

Däo Shänghai.

To Shanghai.

Dan chång che piäo.

One way.

Lài huë che piäo.

Round-trip.

Tïu dçng cáng hài shì ér dçng cáng?

First class or second class?

Qíng gçi wñ yi zháng shë jián biâo?

May I have a schedule?

Zäi nçi gé zhän tài?

Which platform?

Huñ che jí diân kái chã?

When does the train leave?

Huñ che jí diân dí dà?

When does the train arrive?

Gai cì lié che än shë dí dà ma?

Is the train on time?

Gai cì lié che yñu can che ma?

Is there a dining car?

Gai cì lié che yñu wó põ ma?

Is there a sleeping car?

Lesson 15: Getting Help
Ní nång báng báng màng ma?

Can you help me?
Wñ dã xëng lí dêu le.

I’ve lost my baggage.

Qíng wén yïu jô zäi nâ-er?

Where is the post office?

Qíng gçi wñ yi xiã yïu piäo.

I’d like some stamps, please.

Jì yi fãng xìng.

For a letter.

Jì mëng xìn piän.

For a postcard.

Yïu féi shì duo shâo?

How much is the postage?

Jì däo Mçiguï.

To the United States.

hàng kîng

airmail

ér-shë-sì xiao shë kuäi jiän

overnight delivery

Lesson 14: At the Train Station
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xêng qê yê

Monday

xêng qê ér

Tuesday

xêng qê sán

Wednesday

xêng qê sì

Thursday

Lesson 16: Days and Months

Wñ de qiàn báo dêu le.

I’ve lost my wallet.

Wñ de hõ zhäo dêu le.

I’ve lost my passport.

Wñ gân bô shäng wñ de huñ chã le.

I’ve missed my train.

Wñ më lõ le.

I’m lost.

Jiõ mìng!

Help!

Jíng chà! 

Police!

Wñ béi rån qiâng le.

I’ve been robbed.

Wñ zhâo bô däo wñ de täi tai le.

I don’t know where my wife is.

Wñ zhâo bô däo wñ de zhäng fu le. 

I don’t know where my husband is.

Wñ zhâo bô däo wñ de hài zi le.

I don’t know where my child is.

Wñ shóu sháng le.

I’m hurt.

Wñ xò yäo qõ kän yê shãng.

I need a doctor.

Qíng jiäo jiõ hõ chã.

Call an ambulance.

Wñ duì pånnëxilën guó mín.

I’m allergic to penicillin.

Wñ tïu yòn.

I’m dizzy.

Wñ gân juå ç xin.

I feel nauseous.

Wñ de bì tóng.

My arm hurts.

Wñ de jiâo tóng.

My leg hurts.

Wñ de tïu tóng.

My head hurts.
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Lesson 17: Going Out

xêng qê wö

Friday

xêng qê liõ

Saturday

xêng qê tián

Sunday

yê yué

January

ér yué

February

sán yué

March

sì yué

April

wö yué

May

liõ yué

June

qê yué

July

bá yué

August

jiö yué

September

shë yué

October

shë-yê yué

November

shë-ér yué

December

zhé gé xêng qê yê

this Monday

shäng gé xêng qê

last week

xiä gé yué

next month

sán yué ér-shë häo

on March 20th

Jên têan shì jí häo?

What is the date today?

Jên têan shì sì yué ér-shë-wö häo.

It is April 25th.

Në nång gäo sõ wñ nçi gé cán guân

hâo ma?

Can you recommend a restaurant?

Në nång gäo sõ wñ nçi gé ká fãi guân

hâo ma?

Can you recommend a cafå?

Fõ jìn yñu diän yíng yuän ma?

Is there a movie theatre nearby?
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… zäi nâ-er?

Where?

Chò kñu zäi nâ-er?

Where is the exit?

Shån me?

What?

Në de diän yïu dì zhí shì shån me?

What is your e-mail address?

…sheë?

Who?

Tá shì sheë?

Who is that?

Shån me shë hou?

When?

Fãi jê shån me shë hóu dí dà?

When does the flight arrive?

Zçn yäng?

How?

Zån yäng dà diän huä gçi Mçiguï?

How do I dial the U.S.?

Duî shâo?

How much?

Zhé shì duî shâo chiàn?

How much does this cost?

dä / xiâo

big / small

hâo / huäi

good / bad

mçi lì / chñu

beautiful / ugly

ré / lçng

hot / cold

Lesson 18: Asking Questions 
and Describing Things

Fõ jìn yñu bï wõ guân ma?

Is there a museum nearby?

Fõ jìn yñu hâo de jiö bá ma?

Is there a good bar nearby?

Nâ lí shì lü yñu de jíng diân?

What are the tourist attractions?

Nâ lí kç yí yïu yñng?

Where can I go for a swim?

Nâ lí kç yí që zì xëng chã?

Where can I go to bike?

Nâ lí kç yí liän xë pâo bõ?

Where can I go to jog?

Nâ lí wñ nång qõ tiäo wö?

Where can I go to dance?
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gáo / âi

tall / short

päng / shóu

fat / thin

jiõ / xên

old / new

lâo / niàn qêng

old / young

gáo xìng / bãi-ái

happy / sad

kuäi / män

fast / slow

jìn / yuân

near / far

hïng sé

red

làn sé

blue

huàng sé

yellow

lü sé

green

chång huàng sé

orange

zí sé

purple

hãi sé

black

bài sé

white

zîng sé

brown

Nä täi hâo le!

That’s great!

Nä täi záo gáo le!

That’s terrible!

Hâo.

Okay.

Wñ bõ zhê däo.

I don’t know.

Zhé shì hçn zhóng yäo de.

It’s important.

Xiâo xên!

Be careful!

Zhõ në wàn-er de kái xên!

Have fun!

Zhõ në hâo yõn!

Good luck!

Livi_060981074X_4p_all_r1.p.qxd  11/29/05  10:48 AM  Page 19

www.irLanguage.com



That brings us to the end of Living Language In-Flight Chinese.  If you master just the
words and expressions you’ve heard in this short survival course, you’ll be able to get
by in Chinese.  Of course, you may decide that you had a great time learning just a
little bit, and now you’d like to learn more.  If that’s the case, Living Language offers
great complete courses in a variety of languages, too.  For now, though, we wish you

the best of luck using all the Chinese that you’ve learned with us so far.   Zäi jiän!

© Copyright 2001 Living Language, a Random House Company

ISBN-10: 0-609-81074-X

ISBN-13: 978-0-609-81074-3
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