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Huanying! Welcome to Living Language In-Flight Chinese. This short and

simple program is designed to give you just enough of the basics that you’ll

need to get by in Chinese. Just listen to the native speakers of Chinese and

repeat in the pauses. Once you’ve completed the program, you’ll be able to

speak and understand basic Chinese. Let’s get started.

Pronunciation Guide

Chinese Sound

Consonants
C

ch

sh

zh

Vowels

ai
an
ang

ao

el

en

English Equivalent

as in its

as in church
as in ship
as in sit

as in shine
as in cards
as in fudge

as in cherry

as in father
as in my
as in on

as in young
as in how
as in earth
as in hay

as in under

Example from Lessons



eng as in hung féng

er as in her er

i as in see chi
ie as in yeh xié
in as in tin jin
iu as in yolk lin

o as in saw wo
ong as in won’t + rang dong
ou as in oh you
u as in flu bu

ii as in see + mule jul
ue as in too + yeh yue
ui as in wait hui
un as in went chiin
uo as in won’t gud

Each word in Chinese is pronounced with one of four tones:

a  High and neutral (no accent)

d  From middle to high pitch (as in asking a question, e.g., Yes?)

d  From middle to low, and then to a high pitch (as in stretching out a question, e.g., Yees?)
a  From high to low (as in making an exclamatory remark, e.g., Yes!)

Lesson 1: Saying Hello

Nf héo! Win shang héo!
Hello! Good evening!
Zdo an! Ni hdo ma?
Good morning! How are you?
N{ héo! Hao, xie xie.

Good day! Fine, thanks.



W0 hén hdo xié xie. W hén gao xing rén shi ni.

Very well, thanks. It’s nice to meet you.
Hai ké& yi. Zai jian.
So so. Good-bye.
Qing wen ni jiao shén me Dai hui-er jian.
ming zi? See you later.
What’s your name?

Zai hui.
W6 jiao Wang Ming. See you soon.
My name is Mr. Wang Ming.

Win-an.
W0 jiao Zhang Lan. Good night.

My name is Mrs. Zhang Lan.

Lesson 2: Basic Expressions

Xie xie ni. Hén bao qgian.
Thank you. I’'m sorry.
F&i chang gan xie. W0 ting bu dong.
Thank you very much. I don’t understand.
Bu yong ke qi. W& bii hui jidng zhong wén.
You’re welcome. I don’t speak Chinese.
Qing. Please. Ni hui shud ying yii ma?

Do you speak English?
Shi. Yes.

W de zhong wén jidng de bu hio.
Bu shi.  No. I don’t speak Chinese very well.
Dui bu gi. Qing ni shud man yi didn-er.
Excuse me. Speak slowly, please.
Dui bu gi. Qing ni zai shuo yi bian.

Pardon me. Repeat, please.



Lesson 3: Numbers

ling 0 er-shi-si 24
yi 1 er-shi-wii 25
er 2 er-shi-lin 26
san 3 er-shi-qt 27
si 4 er-shi-ba 28
wi 5 er-shi-jit 29
lin 6 san-shi 30
q1 7 si-shi 40
bd 8 wi-shi 50
ji 9 liti-shi 60
shi 10 qi-shi 70
shi-yi 11 ba-shi 80
shi-er 12 jlu-shi 90
shi-san 13 yi-bdi 100
shi-si 14 yi-bai-ling-y1 101
shi-wii 15 yi-bdi-ling-er 102
shi-lit 16 yi-bdi-ling-san 103
shi-q1 17 lidng-bdi 200
shi-ba 18 san-bai 300
shi-jiti 19 si-bdi 400
er-shi 20 wii-bdi 500
er-shi-yi 21 yi-qian 1,000
eér-shi-er 22 yi-bdi-wan 1,000,000
&r-shi-san 23

Lesson 4: At the Airport

Na Ii?/ ...zai na-er? W6 méi you shén me dong xi yao

Where? shén bao.

1 have nothing to declare.

Qing wen nd Ii shi hai guan?*

Where is customs? W0 you xie dong xi yao shén bao.
1 have something to declare.

Qing wen hit zhao guén Ii chil zai nd-er?

Where is passport control? Qing wen* chil xing 1i de di fang zai
na-er?
Ni you shén me dong xi yao shén bao? Where is the baggage claim area?

Do you have anything to declare?

*When asking a question, it is polite to start with Qing wen, “May 1 ask..?”



Qing wen gud ji chi ru jing zai nd-er?
Where are the international depar-
tures?

Qing wen dao dd didn zai nd-er?
Where are the arrivals?

Qing wen yi-san-er déng ji kou zai
na-er?
Where is gate 1327

Qing wen xin wen chu zai nd-er?
Where is information?

WO xi huan...
1 would like...

W xi huan kao chuang kéu de zud
wei.
1 would like a window seat.

W6 xi huan kao zou dao de zuo wei.
I would like an aisle seat.

Zhe shi ni de déng ji zhéng.
Here is your boarding pass.
Li td yd kuai!

Have a good trip!

Lesson 5: Getting Around

Qing wen zai nd-er ké yi zhdo dao cha
z0 che?
Where are the taxis?

Qing wen gong gong chi che zhan zai
na-er?
Where is the bus?

Qing wen di ti¢ zhan zai na-er?
Where is the subway?

Qing wen nd Ii shi chi kou?
Where is the exit?

Qing ni bd wo song dao zhe ge di
didn.
Take me to this address, please.

Che f&i yao duo shdo chidn?
What is the fare?

Ching ni ting zai zhé-er.
Stop here, please.

Zhe liang gong gong chi che dao
Ninjing 1o chli ma?
Does the bus go to Nanjing Road?

Qing géi wo yi zhang shi chi di td.

A map of this city, please.

Qing géi wo yi zhang di tié xian lu td.
A subway map, please.

Lesson 6: Asking Directions

Ching wen... zai na-er?
Excuse me, where is...?

...z0u
Go...



Yi zhi wéng qidn zdu.
Go straight ahead.

Wiéng nei bian zou.
Go that way.

Wing hui chil.
Go back.

Zhuan...
Turn...

Wiéng you zhuan.
Turn right.

Wing zud zhudn.
Turn left.

Zhudn wan.
Turn around.

Zdu dao téu.
At the end of the street.

On the corner.

Di yi gé Iu kdu xiang zud zhuén.

The first left.

Di er geé Iu kdu xiang you zhuan.

The second right.

Li de jin ma?
Is it near?

Li de yudn ma?
Is it far?

Zai... pang bian
Next to...

jiao tong déng
the traffic light
ma lu

the street

shi zi 1u kéu

the intersection

gong yuan
the park

gong gong qi ché zhan

the bus stop
di ti€ zhan
the subway station

I guin
the hotel

Lesson 7: At the Hotel

W6 yao déng ji zhu su.
I'd like to check in.
W0 yao yi ge fang jian.
I'd like a room.

Yi ge rén.

For one person.
Lidng ge rén.
For two people.
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W0 yi jing ding le fang jian.
I have a reservation.

Ni dd suan zhu ji tian?

For how many nights?

Yi tian.
For one night.

Liang tian.
For two nights.

Y1 ge xing qi.
For one week.

Zhe shi ni de yao shi.
Here is your key.

Zhe shi ni de yao shi ka.
Here is your keycard.

Ni hdi you bié de fang jian ma?

Do yo have another room?

Shi fou dai si rén xi zao jian?
With a private bathroom?

With a dataport?

Qing wen yOu an jing yi didn-er de
fang jian ma?
Is there a quieter room?

Qing wen you da yi didn-er de fang
jian ma?
Is there a larger room?

Zhe¢ yOu jian shén fang ma?
Is there an exercise room?

Zhe¢ you y6u yong chi ma?
Is there a pool?

Qing wen hui yi shi zai na-er?
Where is the conference room?

Qing wen chudn zhén ji zai nd-er?
Where is the fax machine?

Qing wen men fang gudn 1i bu zai
na-er?

Where is the concierge?

W0 yao tui fang jié zhang.

I'd like to check out.

Lesson 8: Making Friends

Ni hdo! Ni jiao shén me ming zi?

Hello, what’s your name?
W6 ké yi zuo zai zhe 1f ma?
May I sit here?

Ni zhu zai na-er?
Where do you live?

W6 zhu zai Béijing.

1 live in Beijing.

Zhe shi wo de péng you.
This is my friend.



Zhe shi wo de ndn péng you. Ni xi huan kan dian ying ma?

This is my boyfriend. Do you like to go to the movies?
Zhe shi wo de nii péng ySu. Ni xi huan tiao wii ma?

This is my girlfriend. Do you like to dance?

Zhe shi wo de tai tai. W6 mén zou bal!

This is my wife. Let’s go!

Zhe shi wo de zhang fu. W6 néng jian jian ni de péng you
This is my husband. ma?

Can I meet your friend?

Ni de gué jia hén méi.

Your country is beautiful. Ni de dian hua hao ma shi dud shio?
What is your telephone number?

Ni qu guo Méigu6 ma?

Have you been to the U.S.? Qing dao wo zhe I 14i kan kan!
Please visit me.

W hén xi huan chi zhe Ii de dong xi.

1 like the food here very much. W6 zhén shi tai gao xing le.
1 had a wonderful time.

W0 shi shang wu fang wen.

I’m here on a business trip.

W& mén qudn jia rén yi qi 1l you.
I’'m traveling with my family.

W& mén shi yéu ke.

We are tourists.

Lesson 9: At the Restaurant

NEi yi jia can guan bi jiao hdo? Qing géi wo cai dan.

Where is a good restaurant? The menu, please.

Liang wei. Ching géi wo yi fen jitishtidanzi.
A table for two, please. The wine list, please.

X1 yan hdi shi bu x1 yan? xido chi

Smoking or non-smoking? appetizers



zht cai
main course

tidn didan
dessert

W0 xidng yao dian-er hé de.

I would like something to drink.

Qing g&i wo y1 bei shi.
A glass of water, please.
Qing g&i wo y1 bei cha.
A cup of tea, please.

ka f&i jia nid nai

coffee with milk

pi jin

beer

Zhe 1 you shén me yang de shi cai?

Do you have a vegetarian dish?
Jitt zhe¢ yang.

That’s all.

Qing jié zhang.

The check, please.

Zhe I mian bao kuo xido fei ma?
Is the tip included?

z30 can

breakfast

wil can

lunch

win can

dinner

Man man chi!
Enjoy the meal!
Zhu ni jian kang!
To your health!

Hén héo chi!
This is delicious!

panzi
plate

chazi
fork

dao
knife
tido géng
spoon
kuai zi
chopsticks
can jin
napkin
y1 béi
cup

yi bei

glass

yi ping jit
bottle of wine

bing kuai-er
ice cubes
yan

salt



hd jiao W de niti pai yao zhong sha.

pepper 1 like my steak medium.
tang W0 de nitd péi yao shi yi didn-er.
sugar 1 like my steak well done.
tang gud zht

soup Juice

se la xian-er bing

salad pie

mian bao bing qi lin

bread ice cream

hudng yéu Qing zai ldi yi ge.
butter Another please.

mian tido Qing zai jia y1 xié.
noodles More please.

mi fan Qing ba... géi wo...
rice Please pass the...

rt lao la

cheese spicy

shii cai tidn

vegetables sweet

ji suan

chicken sour

zhi rou

pork

nid rou

beef

W de nit péi yao shéng yi dian-er.
I like my steak rare.



Lesson 10: Telling Time

Xian zai ji didn le?
What time is it?

zhong wii

noon

wu ye

midnight

Xian zai shi yT didn.
It’s 1:00.

Xian zai shi lidng didn.
It’s 2:00.

Xian zai shi san didn ban.
It’s 3:30.

Xian zai shi si dian.

It’s 4:00.

Xian zai shi wi didn si-shi-wu fen.
It’s 5:45.

Xian zai shi qi-didn ling-san fén.
It’s 7:03.

Dian ying jit-didn ban kai shi.
The movie starts at 9:30.

Huo ché shi yi-dian shi-qi fén chi fa.

The train leaves at 11:17.

zao shang
morning
Xia wi
afternoon

wan shang
evening

wan shang
night

jin tian
today
ming tian
tomorrow
zud tian
yesterday
xian zai
now

yi hui-er
later

md shang
right away



Lesson 11: Money

qian
money

unit of currency:
Renminbi

yin hdng
the bank

Qing wen yin hang zai nd-er?
Where is the bank?

W0 xidng huan didn-er gidn.
I'd like to change some money.

Dui huan 1t shi dud shio?
What is the exchange rate?

W0 xi huan yao xido didn-er de piao
Z1.
I would like that in small bills.

Dui huan féi shi duo shao?
What is the commission?

Lesson 12: Shopping

Zhe shi dud shdo qidn?

How much does that cost?

Qing ni ba jia gé xié€ xia lai.

Please write that.

Shang dian ji didn kai mén?

At what time does the store open?

Shang dian ji didn guan mén?
At what time does the store close?

Ni xi huan shén me?
What would you like?

Ni xii yao bang mang ma?
Can I help you?

W xidng yao zhe ge.
1 would like this.

W6 xidng yao dian chi.
1 would like batteries.

W6 xidng yao yi judn jiao judn.

1 would like a roll of film.

W6 xidng yao yi zhang shi chii di td.
1 would like a map of the city.

G¢i ni zhe ge.

Here it is.

Jiu zhe xie le ma?

Is that all?

W6 xidng fu xian jin.

I'd like to pay in cash.

W6 xidng yong xin yong ka fu.

I'd like to pay by credit card.

W6 ké yi zai wiang shang ding ma?
Can [ order this on-line?

bdi huo gong s1

department store



nll zhuang
women’s clothes

cheén yi, qun zi, fi zhuang
blouse, skirt, dress

nan zhuang
men’s clothes

ku zi, chén shan, ling dai
pants, shirts, tie

xié hé wa zi

shoes and socks

nid zai ku

Jeans

shii dian
bookstore

bing dian
bakery

chao ji shi ching
supermarket

rou dian

butcher shop

shi chdng
market

Lesson 13: Staying in Touch

dian hua
telephone

W6 xi yao fa g& chudn zhen.
1 need to send a fax.

W bi xii dd ge dian hua. You géi wo de chudn zh&n ma?

1 have to make a phone call.

Zhe Ii you gong yong dian hua ma?
Is there a public phone here?

W6 ké yi yong ni de shou ji ma?
May I use your cell phone?

Qing weén hao ma shi dud shio?
What number please?

Zhan xian.

The line is busy.

chuan zhén

fax

Is there a fax for me?
dian y6u
e-mail

Dian ndo zai na-er?
Where is the computer?

W0 xii yao ji féng dian ydu.
1 need to send an e-mail.

W6 ké yi shang wing ma?
Can I get on the Internet?

Ni you wing y& ma?
Do you have a Web site?



Qing wen you ju zai na-er?
Where is the post office?
Qing géi wo yi xi€ yéu piao.
I'd like some stamps, please.
Ji yi féng xing.

For a letter.

Ji ming xin pian.

For a postcard.

Yéu fei shi duo shdo?
How much is the postage?

Ji dao Méiguo.

To the United States.
hang kong

airmail

ér-shi-si xiao shi kuai jian
overnight delivery

Lesson 14: At the Train Station

Qing géi wo yi zhang che piao.
I would like a ticket please.

Dao Shanghai.
To Shanghai.

Dan chéng che piao.
One way.

Lai hui che piao.
Round-trip.

Téu déng cang hdi shi er déng cang?

First class or second class?

Qing géi wo yi zhang shi jian bido?

May I have a schedule?

Zai néi gé zhan téi?
Which platform?

Hud che ji didn kai che?
When does the train leave?

Hud che ji didn di d4?
When does the train arrive?

Gai ci lie che an shi di d4 ma?
Is the train on time?

Gai ci lie che you can che ma?
Is there a dining car?

Gai ci lie che you wo ptt ma?
Is there a sleeping car?

Lesson 15: Getting Help

NI néng bang bang mang ma?
Can you help me?

W6 de xing Ii diu le.
I've lost my baggage.



W0 de gian bao diu le.
I've lost my wallet.

W6 de hu zhao diu le.
I’ve lost my passport.

W gin bu shang wo de huo ché le.

I’ve missed my train.

W6 mi lu le.

I’'m lost.

Jitt ming!

Help!

Jing cha!

Police!

W0 bei rén qidng le.

I’ve been robbed.

W0 zhdo bu dao wo de tai tai le.
I don’t know where my wife is.

W zhao bi dao wo de zhang fu le.

I don’t know where my husband is.
W6 zhdo bt dao wo de hdi zi le.
I don’t know where my child is.

W shou shang le.
I’'m hurt.

W xt yao qu kan yi shéng.

I need a doctor.

Qing jiao jit hu che.
Call an ambulance.
W0 dui pénnixilin guo
I'm allergic to penicillin.
W0 téu yin.

I'm dizzy.

W gin jué € xin.

1 feel nauseous.

W de bi tong.

My arm hurts.

W0 de jido tong.

My leg hurts.

W de téu tong.
My head hurts.

min.
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Lesson 16: Days and Months

Xing q1 y1
Monday
Xing qi er
Tuesday

Xing g1 san
Wednesday
Xing qi si
Thursday
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xing qi wi jit yue

Friday September

xing qi lit shi yue

Saturday October

Xing qT tian shi-yT yue

Sunday November

y1yue shi-er yue
January December

er yue zhe gé xing qI y1
February this Monday

san yue shang ge xing qI
March last week

si yue Xxia geé yue

April next month

wil yue san yue er-shi hao
May on March 20th

lin yue Jin t1an shi ji hao?
June What is the date today?
qi yue Jin tian shi si yue ér-shi-wi hao.
July It is April 25th.

ba yue

August

Lesson 17: Going Out

Ni néng gao su wo néi ge can guin Ni néng gao su wo néi ge ka fei guin
hdo ma? hdo ma?
Can you recommend a restaurant? Can you recommend a café?

Fu jin you dian ying yuan ma?
Is there a movie theatre nearby?



Fu jin you bé wi guan ma?
Is there a museum nearby?

Fu jin you hdo de jiti ba ma?
Is there a good bar nearby?

N4 Ii shi Il you de jing di&n?
What are the tourist attractions?
N& i k& yi yéu yong?

Where can I go for a swim?

Na i ké yi qi zi xing cheé?
Where can I go to bike?
Na& 1i ké yi lian xi pdo bu?
Where can I go to jog?

Na I wo néng qu tiao wu?
Where can I go to dance?

Lesson 18: Asking Questions
and Describing Things

... zai na-er?
Where?

Chu kou zai na-er?
Where is the exit?

Shén me?
What?

Ni de dian y6u di zhi shi shén me?
What is your e-mail address?

...shei?
Who?

Ta shi shei?
Who is that?

Shén me shi hou?
When?

F&i ji shén me shi hou di d4?
When does the flight arrive?

Zén yang?
How?

Zén yang d4 dian hua géi Méigu6?
How do I dial the U.S.?

Dud shio?
How much?

Zhe shi dud shio chian?
How much does this cost?

da / xido

big / small
hao / huai
good / bad
méi i / chou
beautiful / ugly

re / léng
hot / cold



gao / i

tall / short
pang / shou
fat / thin

jit/ xin

old | new

ldo / nidn ging
old / young
gao xing / bei-ai
happy / sad
kuai / man
fast / slow

jin / yuan
near / far

hong se
red

lan se
blue

hudng se
yellow

1l s&

green

chéng hudng s¢
orange

zi se

purple

hei se

black

béi se

white

z0ong s¢

brown

Na tai héo le!
That’s great!
Na tai zao gao le!
That’s terrible!
Hio.

Okay.

W6 bu zhi dao.
I don’t know.

Zhe shi hén zhong yao de.

It’s important.

Xido xin!
Be careful!

Zhu ni wéan-er de kai xin!

Have fun!

Zhu ni hdo yun!
Good luck!



That brings us to the end of Living Language In-Flight Chinese. If you master just the
words and expressions you've heard in this short survival course, you’ll be able to get
by in Chinese. Of course, you may decide that you had a great time learning just a
little bit, and now you’d like to learn more. If that’s the case, Living Language offers
great complete courses in a variety of languages, too. For now, though, we wish you

the best of luck using all the Chinese that you’ve learned with us so far. Zai jian!
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